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Overview 
ACEA, together with the European Council of Paint and Printing Ink producers (CEPE) has 
developed the so-called “specific Environmental Release Categories” (spERCs). These 
describe standardised sector specific working conditions and risk management measures for 
certain hazardous substances.  
spERCs should be used instead of the ‘Environmental Release Categories’ mentioned in the 
extended safety data sheet in exposure assessment tools such as the European Centre for 
Ecotoxicology and Toxicology of Chemicals’ Targeted Risk Assessment (ECETOC-TRA) 
because they give more realistic input and output data for the risk assessment of processes 
used in the automotive industry 
 
What is a spERC? 

 specific Environmental Release Category 
 Describes the standardised operational sector-specific conditions and risk 

management measures which are part of the exposure scenarios (ES). 
 ES are part of the extended Safety Data Sheets (ext SDS) required for all hazardous 

substances and substances in mixtures > 10 t / a – see for more information AIG 
chapter 5.6 REACH compliance check, flowchart 4.9 and annex K.  

 Descriptor for the widely-used exposure assessment tool ECETOC-TRA (target risk 
assessment). 

 Developed by industrial associations and working groups in order to describe more 
realistic input and output data for the risk assessment. 

 
Why are spERCs necessary? 

 To be legally compliant with minimised effort  
 To enable OEMs to do a simplified environmental risk assessment = new 

REACH requirement since 1 December 2010 (1st substance registration deadline). 
The Risk assessment has to be checked and documented by each legal entity. 

 
What would happen without spERCs? 

 Fewer will be covered by ES delivered because operational conditions described in 
the ext. SDS are too conservative for the specific use in automobile production 
plants => no REACH compliance 

 More Downstream user (DU) chemical safety reports have to be written by the 
OEMs  

 No linear scaling will be possible, especially for fixed operational conditions e.g. river 
flow rates 

 no REACH compliance, no production 
 

For which uses are spERCs needed? 
 Currently, spERCs are required for the aquatic compartment only. In future 

additional air and/or waste spERCs may be needed   
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