Joint position ACEA/FuelsEurope on the intention of
France to introduce B8 diesel.

Brussels, 29 September 2014: Following the intention of France to introduce B8 diesel on the French
market, ACEA, representing the European automobile industry, and FuelsEurope, representing the
European petroleum refining industry, believe that there should be uniformity through the entire EU
fuels market across all Member States and therefore do not support the introduction by a Member
State of diesel blends with FAME content higher than 7% volume (v/v) as a general market fuel.

ACEA, representing the European automobile industry, and
FuelsEurope, representing the European petroleum refining industry,
would like to emphasize that regarding specifications and quality of
general market fuels and in order to preserve the benefits of the EU
single market:






There should be uniformity across the entire EU fuels
market across all Member States (current and future new
entrants). Customers and industry do not want to see a
fragmented EU market;
There must be clear quality standards (CEN) ensuring fitfor-purpose market fuels so that vehicles can operate
across Europe without any negative consequences.
As a result, until there has been an EU review to establish
the need to move to higher and EU harmonized levels of
high quality low blend biofuels (i.e. higher than B7 diesel
and E10 petrol), no Member State should go beyond what
is prescribed by the Fuel Quality Directive for general
market fuels, i.e. providing a harmonized single market for
road transport fuels. High quality, high blend biofuels
could however be introduced, but only for captive fleets
of dedicated vehicles.

Accordingly ACEA and FuelsEurope do not support an action by any
Member State that would introduce diesel blends having a FAME
content higher than 7% v/v as a general market fuel.
ACEA and FuelsEurope request that, for the benefit of the customer,
all EU Member States provide similar levels of access to common and
“high quality” general market fuels, which, in the case of petrol,
comply both with Annex I of the Fuel Quality Directive and CEN

standard EN228 or, in the case of diesel, comply both with Annex II
of the Fuel Quality Directive and CEN standard EN590.
ACEA and FuelsEurope recommend that rather than introducing
higher diesel blends than B7 as a general market fuel, Member States
can consider other measures for the purpose of their own national
targets for the use of renewable energy; for example, within the
limits of the Fuel Quality Directive, introducing higher biodiesel
blends for captive fleets of dedicated vehicles; Introducing, for the
general diesel market, commercially available pure diesel-like
hydrocarbons made from biomass from Fisher-Tropsch process or
hydro-treated vegetable oils as already indicated in recital 33 of the
Fuel Quality Directive.
Finally, ACEA and FuelsEurope believe that if a member state decides
to allow the sale of diesel containing more than 7% v/v FAME in its
territory as a general market fuel and assuming it also complies with
the Fuel Quality Directive, it must also: ensure the continued and
widespread availability for sale of B7 diesel for customers of those
vehicles that will not be able to accept the use of a higher FAME diesel
blend; ensure that any diesel offered for sale containing more than
7% v/v FAME must be distinctly labelled to enable customers to
clearly identify what diesel must be used for their vehicle; Ensure that
any diesel offered for sale will have the necessary parameters and
limits to ensure trouble free vehicle operation. Accordingly, the
necessary quality parameters and limits must be first investigated
and included in the EN standards dealing with diesel quality, i.e.
EN590, prEN16734 and possibly also EN14214.
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FuelsEurope represents with the EU institutions the interest of 43 companies operating refineries in the EU. Members account
for almost 100% of EU petroleum refining capacity and more than 75% of EU motor fuel retail sales.
FuelsEurope aims to promote economically and environmentally sustainable refining, supply and use of petroleum products in
the EU, by providing input and expert advice to the EU institutions, Member State Governments and the wider community and
thus contributing in a constructive and pro-active way to the development and implementation of EU policies and regulations.
Contact : Alain Mathuren
T +32 2 566 91 19
F +32 2 566 91 11
alain.mathuren@fuelseurope.eu
www.fuelseurope.eu
The European Automobile Manufacturers’ Association (ACEA) represents the 15 Europe-based automobile manufacturers.
ACEA’s members are BMW Group, DAF Trucks, Daimler, FIAT SpA, Ford of Europe, Hyundai Motor Europe, IVECO SpA, Jaguar
Land Rover, Opel Group, PSA Peugeot Citroën, Renault Group, Toyota Motor Europe, Volkswagen Group, Volvo Cars, Volvo
Group.
More information can be found on www.acea.be or @ACEA_eu.
About the EU automobile industry







Some 12.7 million people - or 5% of the EU employed population - work in the sector.
The 3 million jobs in automotive manufacturing represent 10.3% of EU's manufacturing employment.
Motor vehicles account for €388 billion in tax contribution in the EU15.
The sector is also a key driver of knowledge and innovation, representing Europe's largest private contributor to R&D,
with €32.3 billion invested annually.
The automotive sector contributes significantly to the EU trade balance with a €95 billion surplus.
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T +32 2 738 73 45
M +32 485 88 66 47
cm@acea.be
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