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The European Automobile Industry assumes its producer responsibilities as stipulated 
by the End-of-Life Vehicles Directive 2000/53/EC. It successfully set up EU-wide 
End-of-Life Vehicle collection networks. The network solutions are based on 
contracts with various operators in the marketplace covering all aspects to ensure and 
fulfill high environmental standards. 
 
ACEA and its members in principle also support regulation which is intended to 
restrict and/or supervise the export of waste, something which the Waste Shipment 
Regulation 1013/2006/EC is designed to do. 
 
However, we are becoming increasingly concerned by a potentially new interpretation 
and application of the Waste Shipment Regulation which would contradict the basic 
principles of the existing Waste Framework Directive 2008/98/EC such as the waste 
hierarchy (prevention, reuse, recycling, disposal) and the last owner intended decision 
to discharge.  
 
More specifically, the issue is that under the Waste Framework Directive, the last 
owner of a product determines whether it is waste or not. In the case of a motor 
vehicle, the decision of the last owner to bring it to the ELV collection network means 
that it should be considered as waste. By contrast, his decision to sell it as a used 
vehicle will mean that it is being re-used rather than becoming waste. However, it 
appears that certain authorities wish to avail themselves off the Waste Shipment 
Regulation to reject the declaration of the last owner and treat a vehicle as waste even 
when the last owner intended to sell it as a used vehicle. 
 
In our view, this would undermine the principle of the waste hierarchy by 
unnecessarily restricting the re-use of products, in this case as used vehicles. 
Moreover, it would lead to the unacceptable situation whereby a vehicle sold as used 
by the last owner within his country of residence within the EU would be considered 
re-used while the same vehicle sold as used by the last owner into another EU 
Member State or into any other third country could be considered waste when shipped 
to its purchaser. 
 
ACEA urges the European Commission and all authorities concerned to apply the 
principles of the Waste Framework Directive consistently and avoid any kind of 
contradiction between the Framework Directive and the Waste Shipment Regulation. 
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